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Series Preftce
all lawyers are concerned to know what the law on a given topic is, and
it is, the question of 'where does it come from' tends not to loom quite so
larlle--e),CelJl, that is, for international lawyers, whose near-obsession with the
has at least in part formed a part of their rebuttal to the claim that
international law is not law at all. The fallacy inherent in that claim has now
successfully refuted and few would seriously make it today, but the
outpouring of scholarship on the subject remains. Yet the centrality of the
methodology and processes by which rules of international law
binding has never been more pressing, especially in light of the
prohrerauon of new actors and institutions whose conduct permeates these
The continuing public sensitivity to the importance of human
and environmental values has continued to invigorate the debate about
hierarchy of norms, and how the emerging normative regimes should attempt
reconcile what are at times conRicting value systems. The existing body of
tends to focus on exploring the theoretical foundations of the
oflaw, or 'reconceptualising' it in some way in the light of challenges
it is said to face. There has for some time now been a need for an
autnontatrve, measured, and informed exposition and analysis of the subject
a whole. That need has now been met by this volume. With his approach
rooted in the practice of states and established legal doctrine, Professor
I h"rl"".,,, guides the reader with a masterly ease through the intricacies of the
of international law, reflecting on the scholarship which it has
whilst demonstrating it to be a cohesive and coherent body of
Informed by a deep understanding of the practice of international law,
is the work which is likely to provide the vade mecum to the subject for
years to come.
Malcolm D Evans
Phoebe Okowa
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Preface

whose views are discussed in Chapter IX; they may not be fully representative
of all current trends of thinking, but I hope my treatment will provide a
starting-point for those who wish to go further into this field.
For the research that has gone into this work, while I have not employed
research assistants, I have been fortunate in having access to the immense
resources of the library of the Peace Palace in The Hague, and the invaluable
assistance of the ICJ Librarian, Juliana Rangel, and her team; it is a pleasure
here to record my gratitude to them. Gratitude is also due to three colleagues
and friends of long standing. Dr Cristina Hoss, Legal Officer with the International Court of justice, volunteered to read the first complete manuscript of
this work, and then offered such valuable comment and criticism that considerable improvements were made possible. The General Editor of t~e series,
Professor Malcolm Evans, read a later draft, and drew my attention to a
number of passages that needed to be supplemented or improved. Finally
Dr Eric de Brabandere of the University of Leiden kindly read the section on
the law ofWTO and ICSID and gave me the benefit of his knowledge and
experience in that field. It goes without saying that I accept sole responsibility
for all errors or omissions that may be detected in the text.

H.T.
The Hague
December 2013
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