


po

A History of the
Middle East

Fourth Edition
revised andupdated by Nicolas Pelham

PETER MANSFIELD

PENGUIN BOOKS



',' t- ~I C - ISEN - BIBLIOTECA

It" J <:~~O: ( j a y 1'B
ur: ::' ACIO~:

_, I Sf
COU:

F E~.t!:'~::=~~~:....!'.L!.::....1L:t_ _ ...J
PROCE DENCi..':

Co~\~ n~€. c. 241\::"
PRECIO: U "" I'Z.. 'U

USA ICanada IUK [ Ire land IAumalia INew zuland IIndi a ISout h Afri ca IChin;a
Pengu in Book s Ltd . Regis tered O ffices: 80 Str and, Londo nWC~R. oRL, England

For more info rmation about the Penguin Group visit penguin.com

Fin t published in Grcu Bruain by Penguin Books LId 1991

Fiest published in th e United Su res of Ameri ca by Viki ng Penguin,

a divis ion of Penguin Boob U SA Inc., 1991
Published in Penguin Books (U K and U SA) 1991

Seco nd edi tion publ ished in Penguin Book s (U K) 0100]

Published in Penguin Books (USA) 1004

Third ed ition publi shed in Pengu in Books (U K) 1 0 10

This fourth edition pub lished in Penguin Boo lr. s (UK and U SA) 20lJ

Copyright 0 Pete r M3nsfield . 1991

Copyright ClThe Estate ofPeter Mansfield, 1.003

Copyright 0 N ico l..s Pelham. 1.0 10, 1.0 13

All righ ts reserved. No pu t of this prod uct m..y be reproduced. scanne d,
or d istributed in any print ed or electronic fo rm wi thout permission .

please do not par ricip3te in or encouuge piucy ofcopyrighted m..ter tals
in vtcla don of the ..uehors' righu . Purchase only aut horiz ed editions.

L1I1IlAR Y 0 ' C O NG R ESS C AT A LOGING- I N-PU IILlC AT ION DATA

Mansfield. Peter , 1928-

A hiuory of the Midd le bu t Peter Mansfield.- Fou rrh edit ion I revised

3nd updated by Nicolu Pelh am.

pages cm
ISBN 978- 0-14-3 12190-9

I. Mid dle East- History-19th century. 2. Middle Easr-Hinoty

20th cenlu ry. I. Pelh am. N icolas. II . Titl e.

DS62A.M36 2013
956--dc23 2013019936

Pri nted in the United Su tes of Amer ica

7 9 10 8 6 4

Set in Bembo Book MT Sid

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



Contents

List ofMaps

Foreword to the Third Edition

I. Introduction: from Ancient to Modern

xi

xv

2. Islam on th e Defensive, 1800- 40

3· Muhammad Ali's Egypt: Ottoman Rival 52

4· T he Struggle for Reform, 1840-1900 71

5· Britain in Egypt, 1882-1914 96

6. Turks and Arabs 12 9

7· The Persian Factor 154

8. The Sick Man Dies: 1918 169

9· The Anglo-French Interregnum, 1918-[939 [89
Partition of the Arab East. The Inter-w ar Years - Egypt;

The Mandates. Persia/Iran. Oil and the Middle East

10 . The Second World War and Its Aftermath
Mi ddle East R eacti on s: N atio nalism, Pan-Arabi sm

and Islam

1I. The Entry of the Superpowers and the

Nasser Era, 1950-1970

12. The Years of Turbulence
The Rise o f the O il States . Egyptian Initiatives.

Israel/Palestine and the Lebanese Vi ctim. Islamic

Reasser rion , Revolution and War. Iraq's World

Challenge

247

315



'3. Pax Americana 382
Humbling Iraq. Umpiring the Arab-Israeli Cnnfli ct.

Israel's Mi ssed Opportunity for Peace . The Elusive

Promise of Democratizatio n. The Growth of Muslim

Liberation Theology. T he Globalizat ion of Islamic Jihad

' 4· Bellum Americanum 438
Iraq's Shia Conversion . The Sunni Counter-attack .

Iraq's Civil War and Shia Victory. T he Region-wide

Ri se of Popular Movements. Shia Non-state Actors.

Sunni Non-state Actors . Defending the Old Order :

Reviving the Region's Security States. Preparing for

the Showdown

IS. Regime Change from Within not Witho ut 496
Old and New Autocrats. The New Old Middle East

Notes on Further Reading

Index

528

541



"The best overall survey of the politics, regional

rivalries and economics of the contemporary Arab world."

-THE WASHINGTON POST

OVER THE CENTURIES th e Midd le East has confo unded

the dreams of conquerors and pe acemakers alike . Th is now-cl assic

book follows the historic st rugg les of the regio n over the last two

hundred years. from Napoleon's assault o n Egyp t. through the slow

decl ine and fall of the Ottoman Em pire. to the pa infu l e merge nce

of modern nations . the Palestinian quest ion . and the resurgence of .

Islamic fundamentalists.

Economist journalist and Middle East correspondent Nicolas Pelham has

fully revised and updated this fourth edition to.include further ana lysis

of recent developments throughou t the Middle East, including the wars

in Iraq and Afghan istan, the situation in Iran. the continuing Arab -Israe li

conflict , relations with the Un ited States, and recent events in Syria.

A History of the Middle East is essential reading for anyone wishing to

understand one of the most crucial and volatile region s of the world and

its prospects for the futu re.

"An excellent political overview."

-THE GUARDIAN (London)

"A brilliantly deft and well-informed guide . . .

coherent. d ispassionate and remarkably inclusive ."

-THE TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT (London)
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