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"The best overall survey of the politics, regional

rivalries and economics of the contemporary Arab world."

-THE WASHINGTON POST

OVER THE CENTURIES th e Midd le East has confo unded

the dreams of conquerors and pe acemakers alike . Th is now-cl assic

book follows the historic st rugg les of the regio n over the last two

hundred years. from Napoleon's assault o n Egyp t. through the slow

decl ine and fall of the Ottoman Em pire. to the pa infu l e merge nce

of modern nations . the Palestinian quest ion . and the resurgence of .

Islamic fundamentalists.

Economist journalist and Middle East correspondent Nicolas Pelham has

fully revised and updated this fourth edition to.include further ana lysis

of recent developments throughou t the Middle East, including the wars

in Iraq and Afghan istan, the situation in Iran. the continuing Arab -Israe li

conflict , relations with the Un ited States, and recent events in Syria.

A History of the Middle East is essential reading for anyone wishing to

understand one of the most crucial and volatile region s of the world and

its prospects for the futu re.

"An excellent political overview."

-THE GUARDIAN (London)

"A brilliantly deft and well-informed guide . . .

coherent. d ispassionate and remarkably inclusive ."

-THE TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT (London)
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